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CHAP. I. 


2. To whom God ſheweth bimſelf, 4. and wiſton 
herſelf. 6. An evil ſpeaker cannot lie Ma &c, 


r OVE righteouſneſs, ye that be jud 
| of the earth: think of the he 


_ a good (heart) n GR Fs 
ſeek him. 
2. For he will be found of them that tempt 
him not: and ſheweth himſelf unto ſuch as d6 
not diſtruſt him. 
. For froward thoughts ſeparate from God: : 
* his power when it is tried, reproveth the 
unwiſe. 
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4. For into a malicious ſoul wiſdom ſhall not 
enter: nor dwell in the body that is fubject un- 
to ſin. | 

$. For the holy ſpirit of diſcipline will flee 
deceit, and remove from thoughts that are with- 
out underſtanding, and will not abide when un- 
righteouſneſs cometh in. | 

6. For wiſdom is a loving ſpirit : and will 
not acquit a blaſphemer of his words: for God 
3s witneſs of his reins, and a_true beholder | 
of his heart, and a hearer of his tongue. 1 

7. For the Spirit of the Lord filleth the world: F 
. that which containeth all things, hath 
. knowledge of the voice. 

8. Therefore he that ſpeaketh unrighteous 
things, cannot be hid: neither ſhall vengeance, 
when it puniſheth, paſs by him. 

9. For inquiſition ſhall be made into the 

- counſels of the ungodly: and the found of 
his words ſhall come unto the Lord for the ma- 
nifeſtation of his wicked deeds. | 

ro. For the ear of jealouſy heareth all things: 
and the noiſe of murmurings is not hid. : | 

11. Therefore beware of murmuring, which 
js unprofitable, and refrain your tongue from 
an: for there is no word ſo ſecret, that 
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ſhall go for nought : and the mouth that belieth, 


ſlayeth the. ſoul. 


12. Seek not death in the error of your life: 
and pull not upon yourſelves deſtruction, with 
the works of your hands. 

13. For God made not death: neither hath 
be pleaſure in the deſtruction of the living. 

14. For he created all things, that they might 
have their being: and the generations of the 
world were healthful: and there is no poiſon of 
deſtruction in them: nor the kingdom of death 
upon the earth. 

15. For righteouſneſs is immortal. 

16. But ungodly men witll their works and 
words called it to thera : for when they thought 
to have it their friend, they conſumed to 
nought, and made a covenant with it, becauſe 
they are worthy to take part with it. 


CHAS: 


1. The wicked think this life ſhort, 5. and of no 
other after this, &c. 


F? R the ungodly ſaid, reaſoning with them- 
ſelves, but not aright, Our life is ſhort and 
tedious, and in the death of a man there is no 


9a 3 97 remedy : 
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rbmedy : neither was there any man known to 
have returned from the grave. 

2. For we are born at all adventure: and 
we ſhall be hereafter as tho? we had never been: 


for the breath in our noſtrils is as ſmoke, and a 


little ſpark in the moving of our heart : 
3- Which being extinguiſhed, our body ſhall 


be turned into aſhes, and our ſpirits ſhall vaniſh 
as the ſofc air, 


4. And our name ſhall be forgotten in time, 
By no man ſhall have our works in remem- 
brance, and our life ſhall paſs away as the trace 
of a cloud, and ſhall be diſperſcd as a miſt that 
is driven away with the beams of the ſun, and 
overcome with the heat thereof. 

$- For our time is a very ſhadow that paſſeth 
away: and after our end there is no returning: 
for it is faſt ſcaled, ſo that no man cometh a- 
gain. 

6. Come on therefore, let us enjoy the good 
things that are preſent: and let us ſpeedily 
uſe the creatures like as in youth. 

7. Let us fill ourſelves with coſtly wine, and 
ointments: and let no flower of che ſpring paſs 
by us. og 
| 8. Let 
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8. Let us crown ourſelves with roſe-buds be- 
fore they be withered. 

9. Let none of us go without his part of 
voluptuouſneſs : let us leave tokens of our joy- 
fulneſs in every place: for this is our portion, 
and our lot is this. 

10. Let us oppreſs the poor righteous man, 
let us not ſpare the widow, nor revercnce-the 
antient gray-hairs of the aged. 

11. Let our ſtrength be the law of juſtice: 
for that which is feeble is found to be nothing 
worth . | 

12. Therefore let us lie in wait for the righ- 
teous: becauſe he js not for our turn, and he 
is clean contrary to our doings: he upbraid- 
eth us with our offending the law, and obje- 
cteth to our infamy the tranſgreſſings of our e- 
ducation. 

13. He profeſſeth to have the knowledge of 
God: and he calleth himielf the child of the 
Lord: 

14. He was made to reprove our thoughts. 

15. He is grievous unto us even to behold: 
for his life is not like other mens, his ways are 
of 12 faſhion. 


4 | 16. We 
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16. We are eſteemed of him as counterfeits: 
he abſtaineth from our ways as from filthineſs : 
he pronounceth the end of the juſt to be bleſ- 
ſed, and maketh his boaſt that God is his fa- 
ther. 

17. Let us ſee if his words be true: and let 
us prove what ſhall happen in the end of him. 

18. For if the juſt man be the ſon of God, 
he will help him, and deliver him from the 
hand of his enemies. 

19. Let us examine him with deſpitefulneſs 
and torture, that we may know his meckneſs, 


and prove his patience, 


20. Let us condemn him with a ſhameful 
death: for by his own ſaying he ſhall be re- 
ſpected. 

21. Such things they did imagine, and were 
deceived: for their own wickedaeſs hath blind- 
ed them. | 

22. As ſor the myſteries of God, they knew 
them not: neither hoped they for the wages 
of righteouſneſs : nor diſcerned a reward for 


blameleſs ſouls. 


23. For God created man to be immortal, 
and made him to be an image of bis own eter- 


* 


: nit 


14 . Never- 


— un 1 9 
"FL" ] 2 . . Se lh 1 
: ade oa Di ds 


” _ Pe - " y / 1 
N * 2 # 1 3 LOS Sn * k £ 2 by 2 8 8 

bs 2 a& 5 1 & "IM © A - 3 L "x 4 8 
F £2 IE ooo re A 2 oY ES 


SY. 45 0:2 0:30; 9 


24. Nevertheleſs, thro? envy of the devil 
came death into the world: and they that do 
hold of his fide do find it. 


CHAT... 


1. The godly are happy in their _ 5. and in 
their troubles, &c. 


UT the ſouls of the righteous are in the 
hand of God, and there ſhall no torment 
touch them. 

2. In the ſight of the unwiſe they ſeemed to 
die: and their departure is taken for miſcry, 

3. And their going from us to be utter de- 
ſtruction: but they are in peace. 

4. For tho? they be puniſhed in the ſight of 
men: yet is their hope full of immortality. 

5. And having been little ch aſtiſed, they 
ſhall be greatly rewarded: for God proved 
them, and found them worthy for himſelf. 

6. As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, 
and received them as a burnt-offcring. 

7. And in the time of their viſitation, they 
ſhall ſhine, and run to and fro like ſparks a- 
mong the {lubble. 

= 8. They 
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8. They ſhall judge the nations, and have 
dominion over the people, and their Lord ſhall 
reign for ever. 

9. They that put their truſt in him ſhall un 
derſtand the truth: and ſuch as be faithful in 
love, ſhall abide with him : for grace and mer- 
cy is to his ſaints, and he hath care for his ele. 

10. But the ungodly ſhall be puniſhed accord- 
ing to their own imaginations, which have ne- 
n the righteous, and forſaken the Lord. 

" 11, For whoſo deſpiſeth wiſdom and nur- 
_ he is miſerable, and their hope is vain, 
their 1:bours unfruitful, and their works unpro- 
fitable. 

12. Their wives are fooliſh, - and their chil- 
dren wicked. 

13. Their offspring is curſed : wherefore bleſ- 
ſed is the barren that is undefiled, which hath 
not known the ſinful bed: ſhe ſhall have fruit 
in the viſitation of ſouls. 

14. And bleſſed is the eunuch which with his 
hands hath wrought no iniquity, nor imagined 
wicked things againſt God: for unto him ſhall 
be given the 1 ſpecial gift of faith, and an inheri- 
tance in the temple of the Lord, more e 

able tg his mind. 

: Is. F or 
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15. For glorious is the fruit of good labours: | 
and the root of wiſdom ſhall never fall away. 

16. As for the children of adulterers, they 
Mall not come to their perfection, and the ſeed 
of an unrighteous bed ſhall be rooted out. 

17. For tho' they live long, yet ſhall they be 
nothing regarded: and their laſt age ſhall be 
without honour. 

18. Or if they die quickly, they have no hope, 
neither comfort in the day of trial. | 

19. For horrible is the end of the unrighteous 
generation. | 


CHAP. IV. 


1. The thaſte man ſhall be crowned, 3. Baſtard 
ſlips ſhall not thrive, &c. 


ETTER it is to have no children, and to 
have virtue: for the memorial thereof is 
immortal : becauſe it is known with Gad, and 
with men. 

2. When it is preſent, men take example at 
it; and when it is gone, they deſire it: it wear- 
eth a crown, and triumpheth for ever, having 
gotten the victory, ſtriving for undefiled re- 
wards, 


+ 
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3. But the multiplying brood of the ungodly 
ſha!! not thrive, nor take deep rooting from 
baſtard flips, nor lay any faſt foundation. 

4. For tho? they flouriſh in branches for a 
time; yet ſtanding not faſt, they ſhall be ſha- 
ken with the wind, and thro? the force of winds 
they ſhall be rooted out. | 

5. The unperfe& branches ſhall be broken 
off, their fruit unprofitable, not ripe to eat, yea, 
meet for nothing. 

6. For children begotten of unlawful beds, 
are witneſſes of wickedneſs againſt their parents 
in their trial, | 

7. But tho? the righteous be prevented with 

death; yet ſhall he be in reſt. + 
For honovrable age is not that which ſtand - 
eth in length of time, nor that is meaſured by 
number of years. 

9. But wiſdom is the gray-hair unto men, and 
an unſpotted life is old age. 

10. He pleaſed God, and was beloved of 
him: ſo that living amongſt ſinners he was 
tranflated. 

11. Yea, ſpeedily was he taken away, leſt that 
wickedneſs ſhould alter his underſtanding, or 
deceit beguile his ſoul. 

12. For 


— I 


” 
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12. For the bewitching of naughtineſs doth 
obſcure things that are honeſt : and the wan 
dering of concupiſcence doth undermine the 
ſimple mind. 

13. He being made perfect in a ſhort time, 
fulfilled a long time. 

14. For his ſou! pleaſed the Lord: therefore, 
haſted he 79 take him away from among the, 
wicked. : 

15. This the people ſaw, and underſtood it not, 
neither laid they up this in their minds, that 
his grace and mercy is with his ſaints, and that 
he hath reſpect unto his choſen. 

16. Thus the righteous that is dead, ſhall con- 
demn the ungodly which are living; and youth, 
that is ſoon perfected, the many years and old 
age of the unrighteous. 

17. For they fhall ſee the end of the wiſe, 
and ſhall not underitand what God in his coun- 
ſel hath decreed of him, and to what end the 
Lord hath ſet him in ſafety. | 

18. They ſhall ſee him, and deſpiſe him: 
but God ſhall laugh them to ſcorn, and they 
ſhall hereafter be a vile carcaſe, and a reproach 
among the dead for evermore. | 


19. For 
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19. For he ſhall rend them, and caſt them 
down headlong, that they ſhall be ſpeechleſs : 
ahd he ſhall ſhake them from the foundation: 
and they ſhall be utterly laid waſte, and be in 
ſrrow : and their memorial ſhall periſh. 

20. And when they caſt up the accounts of 
their ſins, they fhall come with fear: and their 
own iniquities ſhall convince them to their 
face. — 


En A. V. 
8. The wicked ſhall wonder at the godly, 4. and 
con ſeſi their error. 


HEN fhall the righteous man ſtand in 

great boldneſs before the face of ſuch as 

have afflicted him, and made no account of his 
Iabours. 

2. When they ſee it, they ſhall be troubled 
with terrible fear, and ſhall be amazed at the 
ſtrangeneſs of his ſalvation, fo für beyond all 
that they looked for, 

3 And they repenting, and groaning for an- 
FRY of ſpirit, ſhall ſay within themſelves, 
This was he whom we had ſometimes in deri 
fon, and a proverb of reproach, 
| 4. We 
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4. We fools accounted his life madneſs; and 


his end to be without honour. 

5. How is he numbered among the children 
of God, and his lot is among the ſaints! 

6. Therefore have we erred from the way of 
truth, and the light of righteouſneſs hath not 
ſhined unto us, and the ſun of righteouſneſs 
roſe not upon us. . 

7. We wearied ourſelves in the way of wic- 
kedneſs and deſtruction: yea, we have gone 
thro? deſarts, where there lay no way: but as 
for the way of the Lord, we bave not known 
It. I 

8. What hath pride profited us ? or what good 
bath riches with our vaunting brought us? 

9. All theſe things are paſſed away like a ſha- 
dow, and as a polt that haſted by ; 

10. And as a ſhip that paſſer over the waves 
of the water, which when it is gone by, the 
trace thereof cannot be found, neither the paths 
way of the keel in the waves; 

11. Or as when a bird hath flown thro' the 
air, there is no token of her way to be found, 
but the light air being beaten with the ſtroke 
of her wings, and parted with the violent noiſe 
and motion of them, is paſſed thro?, and there- 

in 
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in afterwards no ſign where ſhe went is to be 
found; N 

12. Or like as when an arrow is ſhot at a 
mark, it parteth the air, which immediately 
cometh together again, ſo that a man cannot 
know where it went thro”: 

13. Even ſo we in like manner, as ſoon as 
we were born, began to draw to our end, and 
had no ſign of virtue to ſhew ; but were con- 
ſumed in our own wickedneſs. 

14. For the hope of the ungodly is like duſt 
that is blown away with the uind; like a thin 
froth that is driven away with the ſtorm; like 
as the ſmoke which is diſperſed here and there 
with a tempeſt, and paſſeth away as the remem- 
brance of a gueſt that tarrieth but a day, 

x 5. But the righteous live for evermore, their 
reward alſo is with the Lord, and the care of 
them is with the moſt High. 

16. Therefore ſhall they receive a glorious 
kingdom, and a beautiful crown from the Lord's 
| hand: for with his right hand ſhall he cover 
them, and with his arm ſhall he protect them. 
17. He ſhall take to him his jealouſy for com- 
+ pleat armour, and make the creature his wea- 
pon for the revenge of his enemies, 


18. He 
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12. He ſhall put on rightcouſneſs as a breaſt- 
plate, and true judgment inſtead of an helmet. 

19. He ſhall take holineſs for an invincible 
ſhield. | 

20. His ſevere wrath ſhall he ſharpen for a 
ſword, and the world ſhall hight. with him a- 
ga inſt the unwile. 

21. Then ſhall the u bee thunder- 
bolts go abroad, and from the clouds, as from 
a well-drawn bow, ſhall they fly to the mark. 

22. And hailſtones full of wrath ſhall be cat 
os out of a ſtone bow, and the water of the 
ſea ſhall rage againſt them, and the floods ſhall 
crueWy drown them. 

23. Yea, a mighty wind ſha'l ſtand up againſt 
them, and like a ſtorm ſhall blow them away : 
ar AF thus iniquity ſhall lay waſte the whole carth, 
of | and ill dealing ſhall overthrowhe- thrones of 

the mighty. 


us 

5 CHAP, VI. 

* 1. Kings muſt give ear. 3. They have their 
power from God, &c. © 

1 - EAR therefore, O ye kings, and under- 
* ſtand; learn ye that be judges of the 


ends of the earth. 
le 5 2. Give 


words; deſire them, and ye ſhall be inſtructed. 
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2. Give ear, you that rule the people, and 
glory in the multitude of nations. 
3. For power is given you of the Lord, and 
ſovereignty from the Higheſt, who ſhall try 
your works, and ſearch out your counſels. 
4. Becauſe being miniſters of his kingdom, | 
you have not judged aright, nor kept the law, 
nor walked after the counſel of God. ' 
s. Horribly and ſpeedily ſhall he come upon 
you: for a ſharp judgment ſhall be to them 
that be in high places. 1 
6. For mercy will ſoon pardon the meaneſt: 
but mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented. 
7. For he which is Lord over all, ſhall fear 
no man's perſon, neither ſhall he ſtand in awe | 
of any man's greatneſs : for he hath made the 
ſmall and great, and careth for all alike. N 
8. But a fore trial ſhall come upon the mighh- 


he 
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ty. 
9. Unto you therefore, O kings, do I ſpeak, 
that ye may learn wiſdom, and not fall away. 
10. For they that keep holineſs holily, ſhall 
be judged holy : and they that have learned 
ſuch things, ſhall find what to anſwer. 
1r. Wherefore ſet your aſſection upon my 


12. Wiſ- 
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and 12. Wiſdom is glorious, and never fadeth a- 


way: yea, ſhe is eaſily ſeen of them that love 
her, and found of ſuch as ſeek her, 

13. She preventeth them that deſire her, in 
making herſelf firſt known unto them. 


and 
try 


IM, 14. Whoſo ſeeketh her early ſhall have <6 
1 great travel: for he ſhall find her ſitting at his 
BY doors. 


j 15. To think therefore upon her, is perfecti- 

em on of wiſdom: and whoſo watcheth for her, 
q ſhall quickly be without care, 

ſt: f 16. For ſhe goeth about ſeeking ſuch as are 


g worthy of her, ſheweth herſelf favourably un- 
1 to them in the ways, and meeteth them in eve- 
we 

| ry thought. 

he | 17. For the very true beginning of her, is 
1 the deſire of diſcipline; and the care of diſci- 


h- pline is love; 
18. And love is the keeping of her laws; and 
K*. the giving heed unto her laws, is the aſſurance 


of incorruption ; 


all 19. And incorruption maketh us near unto 
ed God : 

20. Therefore the deſire of wiſdom bringeth 
Y to a kingdom. 
21. If your delight be then in thrones and 


6 ſceptres, 
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ſceptres, O ye kings of the people, honour wiſ- 


dom, that you may reign for evermore. 


22. As for wiſdom, what ſhe is, and how ſhe 
came up, I will tell you, and will not hide my- 


ſteries from you: but will ſeek her out from 
the beginning of her nativity, and bring the 


knowledge of her into ſight, and will not paſs I} 


over the truth 


23. Neither will I go with conſuming envy, 3 


for ſuch a man fhall have no fellowſhip with 
wiſdom, 

24. But the multitude of the wiſe is the wel- 
fare of the world: and a wiſe 88 is the up- 


holding of the people 


25. Receive therefore ;nſtruQion thro* my 


words, and it ſhall do you good. 


CHAP. VII. 


1. A!l men have their beginning and end alike. 
8. Wiſdom preferred before all things, &c. 


Myſelf alſo am a mortal man, like to all, 
and the offspring of him that was firſt made 

of the earth. 
2. And in my mother's womb was faſhioned 


to be fleſh in the time of ten months, being 


com pactcd 


. 


e 2 K 


ompacted in blood, of the ſeed of man, and 
he pleaſure that came with ſleep. 

3. And when I was born, I drew in the com- 
mon air, and fell upon the earth which is of 
like nature, and the firſt voice which I uttered, 


vas crying, as all others do. 


4. 1 was nurſed in ſwadling-cloaths, and that 
with cares. 
5- For there is no king that had any other 


beginning of birth. 


6. For all men have one entrance into life, 
and the like going out. 

7. Wherefore I prayed, and underſtanding 
was given me: I called vpon God, and the ſpi- 
rit of wiſdom came to me. 

8. I preferred her before ſceptres and thrones, 
and eſteemed riches nothing in compariſon of 


ber. 


9. Neither compared I unto her any precious 
ſtone, becauſe all gold in reſpe& of her is as a 
little and, and ſilver ſhall be counted as my 
before her. 

10. I loved her above health and beauty, and 
choſe to have her inſtead of light: for the light 
that 3 from her, never gocth out. 

A good things together came to me 
with 
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with her, and innumerable riches in her 
hands, 
12. And I rejoiced in them all, becauſe wiſ- 
dom goeth before them; and I knew not that 
ſhe was the mother of them. a 
13. I learned diligently, and do communicate 
ber liber ally: I do not hide her riches. ; 
14. For ſhe is a treaſure unto men that never ? 
faileth: which they that uſe become the friends q 00 
of God, being commended for the gifts that; 
come from learning : 
15. God hath granted me to ſpeakas I would, | Ic 
and to conceive as is meet for the things that | 


are given me: becauſe it is he that leadeth un- . 
to wiſdom, and directeth the wiſe. : 

16. For in his hand are both we and our - 
words: all wiſdom alſo and knowledge of work. 
manſhip. | 

17. For he hath given me certain knowledge n 
of the things that are, namely, to know how k 
the world was made, and the operation of the 
elements : | 


18. The beginning, ending, and midſt of the 
times: the alterations of the turning of the ſun, 
and the change of ſeaſons: 
: | 19. The | 
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19. Ivo circuits of years, and the poſitions 
20. The natures of living creatures, and the 
furies of wild beaſts: the violence of winds, 
and the reaſonings of men: the diverſities of 
plants, and the virtues of roots: | 

21. And all ſuch things as are either ſecret 
or manifeſt, them 1 know. 55 
22. For wiſdom which is the worker of all 


ends things, taught me: for in her is an underſtand- 
that 4 ing ſpirit, holy, one only, manifold, ſubtil, live- 

ly, clear, undefiled, plain, not ſubject to hurt, 
2 loving the thing that is good, quick, which can- 


not be letted, ready to do good, 
me 23. Kind to man, ſtedfaſt, ſure, free from 
care, having all power, overſeeing all things, 
and going thro? all underſtanding, pure and 
moſt ſubtil ſpirits. 
4 24. For wiſdom is more moving than any 
S© motion: ſhe paſſeth and goeth thro? all things 
6 by reaſon of her pureneſs. 
25. For ſhe is the breath of the power of 
God, and a pure influence flowing from the glo- 
ry of the Almighty : therefore can no defiled 
thing fall into her. 
he 26. For ſhe i $ the brightneſs of the ** 
by 
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ing light, the unſpotted mirror of the power of 
God, and the image of his goodneſs. th 
27 And being but one, ſhe can do all things: 
and remaining in herſelf, ſhe maketh all things * 
new: and in all ages entering into holy ſouls, 


ſhe maketh them friends of God, and pro- FE 


phets. Wi 

28. For God loveth none, but him that dwel- 
leth with wiſdom. ay 

29. For ſhe is more beautiful than the ſin, 
and above all the order of ſtars: being com- be 
pared with the light, ſhe is found before it. 21 
30. For after this cometh night: but vice ſ 
ſhall not prevail againſt wiſdom, fi 
E HA P. VIII. k 


2. He ts in love with wiſdom : 4. for be that hath 
it, bath every good thing, &c. 


W Iſdom reacheth from one end to another 

mightily: and ſweetly doth ſhe order al! 

things. 

2. I loved her and fought her out from my c 

youth, I defired to make her my * and 

I was a lover of her beauty. 

3. In that ſhe is converſant with God, ſhe 
magnifieth 
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mennibech her nobility : yea, the Lord of all 
things himſelf loved her. 

4. For ſhe is privy to the myſteries of the 
knowledge of God, and a lover of his works. 

Ss. If riches be a poſſeſſion to be deſired in 
this life; what is richer than wiſdom that 
worketh all things? 

6. And if prudence work; who of all that 
are, is a more cunning workman than ſhe ? 

7. And if a man love righteouſneſs, her la- 
bours are virtues: for ſhe teacheth temperance 
and prudence, juſtice and fortitude; which are 
ſuch things as men can have nothing more pro- 
fitable in their life. 

8. If a man dcfire much experience, ſhe 
knoweth things of old, and conjectureth aright 
what is to come : ſhe knoweth the ſubtilties of 
ſpecches, and can expound dark ſentences : ſhe 

preſecth ſigns and wonders, and the events of 
ſeaſons and times. 

9. Therefore I purpoſed to take her to me 
to live, with me, knowing that ſhe would be a 
counſelor of good things, and a comfort in 
cares and grief. 

10. For her ſake T ſhall have eſtimation a- 

AG mong 
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mong the multitude, and honour with the el- 
ders, tho? I be young. 

11. I ſhall be found of a quick conceit in 
judgment, and ſhall be admired in the fight of 
great men, | 

12. When I hold my tongue they ſhall bide 
my leiſure, and when I ſpeak they ſhall give 
good ear unto me: if | ralk much, they ſhall 
lay their hands upon their mouth. 

13. Moreover, by the means of her J ſhall 
obtain immortality, and leave behind me an 
everlaſting memorial to them that come after 
me. 

14. I ſhall ſet the people in order, and the 
nations ſhall be ſubject unto me. 

- x5. Horrible tyrants ſhall be afraid when 
they do but hear of me, I ſhall be found good 
among the multitude, and valiant in war, 

16. After Jam come into mine houſe, I 
will repoſe myſelf with her: for her converſa- 
tion hath no bittcrncſs, and to live with her, 
hath no ſorrow, but mirth and joy. 

17. Now when I conſidered theſe things in 
myſelf, and pondered them in my heart, how 
that to be allicd unto wiſdom, is immortality, 
2 18. And great pleaſure it is to have her 

| friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, and in the works of her hands are 
infinite riches, and in the exerciſe of conference 
with her, prudence; and in talking with her, a 
good report: I went about ſecking how to take 
her to me. | | 

19. For I was a witty child, and had a good 
ſpirit. 

20. Yea, rather being good, I came into a 
body undefiled, 

21. Nevertheleſs, when I perceived that I 
could not otherwiſe obtain her, except God 
gave her me, (and that was a point of wiſdom 
alſo to know whoſe gift ſhe was) I prayed un- 
to the Lord, and beſought him, and with my 
whole heart I ſaid, 


CHAP: X. 
1, A prayer unto God for his wiſdom, without 
which the beſt man is nothing worth, 13. nci- 
ther can he tell how to pleaſe God. 


O God of my fathers, and Lord of merey, 


who haſt made all things with thy word, 

2. And ordained man through thy wiſdom, 

that he ſhould have dominion over the creatures 
which thou haſt made, 

A 7 3. And 
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3. And order the world according to equity 
and righteouſneſs, and execute judgment with 
an upright heart : 

4. Give me wiſdom that ſitteth by thy throne, 
and reject me not from among thy children: 

5. For I thy ſervant and fon of thine hand- 
maid, am a feeble perſon, and of a ſhort time, 


and too young for the underſtanding of judg- 


ment and laws. 


6. For though a man be never ſo perfect a- ö 
mong the children of men; yet if thy wiſdom, Fa 


be not with him, he ſhall be nothing regarded. 


7. Thou haſt choſen me to be a king of thy ; 


people, and a judge of thy ſons and daughters. 


8. Thou haſt commanded me to build a tem- 


ple upon thy holy mount, and an altar in the 
city, whercin thou dw*lleſt, a reſemblance of 
the holy tabernacle which thou haſt prepared 
from the beginning. | 


9. And wiſdom was with thee, which know- : 


eth thy works, and was pretgnt when thou ma- 
deſt the world, and knew what was acceptable 
in thy ſight, and right in thy commandments. 

10. O ſend her out of thy holy heavens, and 
from the throne of thy glory, that being pre- 


ſent, 


"$a ads, 
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ſent, ſhe may labour with me, that I may know 
what is pleaſing unto thee. 

11. For ſhe knowcth and underſtandeth all 
things, and ſhe ſhall lead me ſoberly in my do- 
ings, and preſerve me in her power, 

12. So ſhall my works be acceptable, and 
then ſhall I judge thy people righteouſly, and 
be worthy to {it in my fathers ſcat. 

13. For what man 1s he that can know the 
counſel of God? or who can think what the 
will of the Lord is? | 

14. For the thoughts of mortal men are mi- 
ſcrable, and our devices are but uncertain. 


15. For the corruptible body preſſeth down 
the ſoul, and the earthy tabernacle weigheth 
down the mind that muſcth upon many things, 

16. And hardly do we gueſs aright at things 
that are upon carth, and with labour do we find 
the things that are before us: but the things 


. that are in heaven, who hath ſearched out ? 


17. And thy counſel who hath known, ex- 
cept thou give wiidom, and ſend thy holy Spirit 
from above ? | 

13. For ſo the ways of them which lived on 
the carth were reformed, and men were taught 
the 


A8 
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the things that are pleaſing unto thee, and 
were ſaved through wiſdom. 


ENA. X. 


1. What wiſdom did for Adam, 4. Noe, 5. Ab- 
raham, 6. Lot, and againſt the five cities, &c, 


gf E preſerved the firſt-formed father of the 
world, that was created alone, and brought 
him out of his fall, 

2. And gave him power to rule all things. 

3- But when the unrighteous went away from 
her in his anger, he periſhed alſo in the fury 
wherewith he murdered his brother. 

4. For whoſe cauſe the earth being drowned 
with the flood, wiſdom again preſerved it, and 
directed the courſe of the righteous in a piece 
of wood of ſmall value. 

5. Moreover, the nations in their wicked con- 
ſpiracy being confounded, ſhe found out the 
righteous, and preſerved him blameleſs unto 
God, and kept him ſtrong againſt 25 tender 
compaſſion toward his ſon. 


6. When the ungodly periſhed, ſhe delivered - 
the righteous man, who fled from the fire which 


fell down upon the five cities. 


7. Of 


nd 
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y. Of whoſe wickedneſs even to this day, the 
waſte land that ſmoketh is a teſtimony, and 
plants bearing fruit that never come to ripeneſs: 
and a ſtanding pillar of ſalt is a monument of 
an unbelieving ſoul. 

8. For regarding not wiſdom, they gat not 
only this hurt, that they knew not the things 
which were good ; but allo left behind them to 
the world a memorial of their fooliſhneſs : fo 
that in the things whercin they offended, they 
could not ſo much as be hid. 

9. But wiſdom delivered from pain thoſe that 
attended upon her. 
10. When the righteous fled from his brother's 
wrath, ſhe guided him in right paths, ſhewed 
him the kingdom of God, and gave him know- 
ledge of holy things, made him rich in his tra- 
voels, and multiplied the fruit of his labours. 
I. In the covetouſneſs of ſuch as oppreſſed 
him, ſhe ſtood by him, and made him rich. 
12. She defended him from his enemies, and 
kept him ſafe from thoſe that lay in wait, and 
in a ſore conflict ſhe gave him the victory, that 
he might know that . is ſtronger than 
all. 
13. When the righteous u was fold, ſhe forfook 
him 


rr 
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him not, but delivered him from ſin : ſhe went 
down with him into the pit, | 

14. And left him not in bonds, till ſhe brought 
him the ſceptre of the kingdom, and power a- 
gainſt thoſe that oppreſſed him: as for them 
that had accuſed him, ſhe ſhewed them to be 
liars, and gave him perpetual glory. 

18. She delivered the righteous people and 
blameleſs ſeed from the nation that oppreſſed 
them. 

16. She entered into the foul of the ſervant 
of the Lord, and withſtood dreadful Kings in 
wonders and ſigns. 

17. Rendered to the righteous a reward of 
their labours, guided them in a marvellous way, 
and was unto them for a cover by day, and a 
light of ſtars in the night-ſcaſon : 

18. Brought them through the Red ſea, and 
led them through much water. 

19. But ſhe drowned their enemies, and caſt 
them up out of the bottom of the deep. 

20. Therefore the righteous ſpoiled the un- 
godly, and praifed thy holy name, O Lord, and 
magnified with one accord thine hand that 
fought for them. 

21. For wiſdom opened the mouth of the 
dumb, 


Qs 


— — 


$::0- 4.0 M0 . 32 


dumb, and made the tongues of them that cannot 
ſpeak, eloquent. 


CH&SF- Ak 


The Egyptians were puniſhed, and the Tſraclites 
reſerved in the ſame thing, &. 


e proſpered their works in the hand of 
the holy prophet. 

2. They went through the wilderneſs that 
was not inhabited, and pitched tents in places 
where there lay no way. 

3- They ſtood againſt their enemies, and 
were avenged of their adverſaries, | 

4. When they were thirſty, they called up- 
on thee, and water was given them out of the 
flinty rock, and their thirſt was quenched out 
of the hard ſtone. 

5. For by what things their enemics were 
puniſhed, by the ſame they in their necd were 
benefited. 

6. For inſtead of a fountain of a perpetual 
running river troubled with foul blood, 

7. For a manifeſt reproof of that command- 
ment whereby the infants were ſlain, thou 
| .-" ove 
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gaveſt unto them abundance of water by a 
means which they hoped not for: 

8. Declaring by that thirſt then, how thou 
hadſt puniſhed their adverſaries. 

9. For when they were tried, albeit but in 
mercy chaſtiſed, they knew how the ungodly 
were judged in wrath and tormented, thirſting 
in another manner than the juſt. 

10. tor theſe thou didſt admoniſh and try as 
a father: but the other as a ſevere king thou 
didſt condemn and puniſh. 

11. Whether they were abſent or preſent, 
they were vexcd alike. 

Iz, For a double grief came upon them, and 
a groning for the remembrance of things paſt. 

13. For when they heard by their own puniſh- 
ments the other to be bencfited, they had ſome 
fecling of the Lord. 

14. For whom they rejected with ſcorn when 
he was long before thrown out at the caſting 
forth cf the infants, him in the end, when they 
ſaw what came to paſs, theyhadmired. 

15. But for the fooliſh devices of their wic- 
Kedneſs, wherewith being deceived they wor- 
ſhipped ferpents void of reaſon, and vile beaſts, 

2 thou 


ic- 
JI - 
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thou didſt ſend a multitude of unreaſonable 
beaſts upon them for vengeance : 

16. That they might know that wherewitk al 
a man ſinneth, by the fame alſo ſhall he be pu- 
niſhed. i 

17. For thy almighty hand that made the 
world of matter without form, wanted not 
means to ſend among them a multitude of bears, 
or fierce lions, 

18. Or unknown wild beaſts full of rage, 
newly created, breathing out either a fiery va- 
pour, or filthy ſcents of ſcattered ſmoke, or 
ſhooting horrible ſparkles out of their eyes : 

19. Whercof not only the harm might diſ- 
patch them at once, but alſo the terrible ſight 
utterly deſtroy them. 

20. Yea, and withoat theſe might they have 
fallen down with one blaſt, being perſecuicd 
of vengeance, and ſcattered abroad thro? the 
breath of thy power: but thou haſt ordered 
all things in meaſure, and number, and weight. 

21. For thou capſt ſhew thy great ſtrength 
at all times when thou wilt, and who may with- 
ſtand the power of thine arm? 

22. For the whole world before thee is as 
little grain of the balance, yea, as a drop of 

| the 
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the morning dew that falleth down upon the 
earth, 

23. But thou haſt mercy upon all; for thou 
canſt do all things, and winkeſt at the ſins of 
men : becauſe they ſhould amend. 

24. For thou loveſt all the things that are, 
and abhorreſt nothing which thou haſt made : 
for never uouldſt thou have made any thing, if 
thou hadſt hated it. 

257. And how could any thing have endured, 
if it had not been thy will? or been preſerved, 
if not called by thee? 

26. But thon ſpareſt all: for they are thine, 
O Lord, thou lover of fouls. 


C--M:-&A- Fo... A. 
2. God did not deſtrey thoſe of Canaan all at once. 
. 12. If he had dene fo, who could controul 
him, &c. 


3 thine uncorruptible Spirit is in all 
things, 

2. Therefore chaſtneſt thou them by little 
and little, that offend, and warneſt them by 


putting them in remembrance wherein they have 
oſlended, 
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offended, that leaving their wickedneſs, they 
may believe on thee, O Lord. 

3. For it was thy will to deſtroy by the hands 
of our fathers, both thoſe old inhabitants of thy 
holy land, 

4. Whom thou hatedſt for doing moſt odious 
works of witchcrafts, and wicked ſactifices; 

s And allo thoſe mereileſs murderers of 
children, and devourers of man's fleſh, and the 
feaſts of blood; 

6. With their prieſts out of the midſt of 
their idolatrous crew, and the parents that kil- 
led with their own hands, fouls - deſtitute of 
help : | 
7. That the land which thou eſteemedſt a- 
bove all other, might receive a worthy colony 
of God's children. 

8. Nevertheleſs, even thoſe thou ſparedſt as 


men, and didſt ſend waſps, forerunners of thine 


hoſt, to deſtroy them by little and little, 

9. Not that thou waſt unable to bring the un- 
godly under the hand of the righteous in battle, 
or to deſtroy them at once with cruel beaſts, or 
with one rough word : 

10. But executing thy judgments upon them 
by little and little, thou gaveſt them place of 

B repentance, 
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repentance, not being ignorant that they were 
a naughty generation, and that their malice was 
bred in them, and that their cogitation would 
never be changed. 

11. For it was a curſed ſeed from the hegin= 
ning, neither didſt thou for fear of any man 
give them pardon for thoſe things 1 they 
ſinned. 

12. For who ſhall ſay, What haſt thou done ? 
or who ſhall withſtand thy judgment? or who 
ſhall accuſe thee for the nations that periſh, 

whom thou haſt made? or who ſhall come to 
ſtand againſt thee to be reyenged for the un- 
righteous men? 

13. For neither is there any God but thou, 
that careth for all, to whom thou mightſt ſhew 
that thy judgment is not unright. 

14. Neither ſhall king or tyrant be able to 
ſet his face againſt thee, for any whom thou 
haſt puniſhed. 

15. For ſo much then as thou art righteous 
thyſelf, thou ordereſt all things righteouſly : 
thinking it not agreeable with thy power to 
condemn him that hath not deſerved to be pu- 
niſhed. 

16. For thy power is the beginning of righ- 
tcoulnels, 
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teonſneſs, and becauſe thou art the Lord of all, 
it maketh thee to be gracious unto all. 
17. For when men will not believe that thou 


art of a full power, thou ſheweſt thy ſtrength, 


and among them that know it, thou makeſt 
their boldneſs manifeſt. 

18. But thou, maſtering thy power, judgeſt 
with equity, and ordereſt us with great favour 2 
for thou mayſt uſe power when thou wilt. 

19. But by ſuch works haſt thou taught thy 
people, that the jaſt man ſhould be merciful, 
and haſt made thy children to be of a good 
hope, that thou giveſt repentance for ſins. 

20. For if thou didſt puniſh the enemies of 
thy children, and the condemned to death with 
ſuch deliberation, giving them time and place, 
whereby they might be delivered from their 
malice : 

21. With how great circumſpeQtion didſt 
thou judge thine own ſons, unto whole fathers 
thou haſt ſworn, and made covenants of good 
promiſes ? 

22. Therefore whereas thou doſt chaſten us, 
thou ſcourgeſt our enemies a thouſand times 
more, to the intent that when we judge, we 
ould carefully think of thy goodneſs, and 

B 2 when 


40 THERE WISDOM or 


when we ourſelves are judged, we N look . 
for mercy. 
* 23. Wherefore, whereas men have lived diſſo- 
lutely and unrighteouſly, thou haſt tormented 
them with their own abominations. 

24. For they went aſtray very far in the 
ways of error, and held them for gods which 
even amongſt the beaſts of their enemies were 
deſpiſed, being deceived as children of no un- 
derſtanding. 

— 235 Therefore unto them, as to children 
without the uſe of reaſon, thou didſt ſend a 
judgment to mock them. 

26. But they that would not be reformed by 
that correction wherein he dallied with them, 
ſhall feel a judgment worthy of God. 
27. For look for what things they grudged 
when they were puniſhed, (that is) for them 
whom they thought to be gods; (now) being 


puniſhed in them, when they faw it, they ac- 

knowledged him to be the true God, whom 

before they denied to know, and therefore < 

came extreme damnation upon them. . 
| 


CHAP, { 


P, 
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C HAP. XIII. 


They were not excuſed that worſhipped any of 
God's works, &c. 


Guzr ELY vain ate all men by nature, who are 

ignorant of God, and could not out of 
the good things that are ſeen, know him that 
is: neither by conſidering the works, did they 
acknowledge the work maſter; 

2. But deemed either fire, or wind, or the 
ſwift air, or the circle of the ſtars, or the vio- 
lent water, or the lights of heaven to be the 
gods which govern the world. 

3. With whoſe beauty, if they being delight- 
ed, took them to be gods; let them know how 
much better the Lord of them is: for the firſt 
author of beauty hath created them. 

4. But if they were aſtoniſhed at their power 
and virtue, let them underſtand by them, how 
much mightier he is that made them. 

5. For by the greatneſs and beauty of the 
creatures, proportionably the Maker of them is. 
ſeen. 

6. But yet for this they are the leſs to be 
blamed: for they peradventure err ſecking 
God, and deſirous to find him, 


B 3 7. For 
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7. For being converſant in his works, they 
earch. him diligently, and belicve their ſight: 
becauſe the things are beautiful that are ſeen. 

8. Howbeit, neither are they to be pardoned. 

9. For if they were able to know ſo much, 
that they could aim at the world; how did 
they not ſooner find out the Lord thereof? 

16. But mifcrable are they, and in dead things 
is their hope, who called them gods which 
are the works of mens hands, gold and ſilver 
to ſhew art in, and reſemblances of beaſts, or 
a ſtone good for nothing, the work of an antient 
hand. f 

11. Now a carpenter that felleth timber after 
he hath ſawn down a tree meet for the purpoſe, 
and taken off all the bark {kilfully round about, 
and hath wrought it handſomely, and made a 
veſſel thereof fit for the ſervice of man's life : 

11. And after ſpending the refuſe of his work 
to dreſs his meat, hath filled himſelf; 

13. And taking the very refuſe among thoſe 
which ſerved to no uſe, (being a crooked piece 
of wood and full pf knots) hath carved it dili- 
gently when he had nothing elſe to do, and 
formed it by the kill of his underſtanding, and 
faſhioned it to the image of a man; 


14. Or 
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t4. Or made it like ſome vile beaſt, laying 
it over with vermilion and with paint, colour- 
ing it red, and covering every ſpot therein ; 

15. And when he had made a convenient 
room for it, ſet it in a wall, and made it faſt 
with iron. 

16. For he provided for it that it might not 
fall, knowing that it was unable to help itſelf 
(for it is an image, and hath need of help.) 

17. Then maketh he prayer for bis goods, 
for his wife and children, and is not aſhamed 
to ſpeak to that which hath no life. 

18. For health, he calleth upon that which 
is weak: for life, prayeth to that which is 


dead: for aid, humbly beſeecheth that which 


hath leaſt means to help: and for a good jour- 
ney, he aſketh of that which cannot ſet a foot 
forward : 

19. And for gaining and getting, and for 
good ſucceſs of his Hands, aſketh ability to do, 
of him that is moſt unable to do any thing. 


. 


By CHAP. 


44 Tür WISDOM or 


CHAP. XIV. 
1. Though men do not pray to their ſhips, 8. yet 
are they ſaved rather by them than by their i- 
dols, &c. 


GAIN, one preparing himſelf to fail, ard : 

about to paſs through the raging waves, 

calleth upon a piece of wood, more rotten than 
the veſſel that carrieth him. 

2. For verily deſire of gain deviſeth that, and 
che workman built it by his (kill, 

3. But thy providence, O Father, governeth 
it: for thou haſt made a way in the ſea, and a 
ſafe path in the waves: 

4. Shewing that thou canſt ſave from all dan- 
ger: yea, though a man went to ſea without 
art. 

g. Nevertheleſs thou wouldſt not that the 
works of thy wiſdom ſhould be idle, and there- 
fore do men commit their lives to a ſmall piece 
of wood, and paſling the rough ſea in a weak 
veſſel, are ſaved. 

6. For in the old time alſo, when the proud 
giants periſhed, the hope of the world governed 
by thy hand, eſcaped in a weak veſſel, and left 
to all ages a ſeed of generation. 


7. For 
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7. For bleſſed is the wood whereby righteouſ- 
neſs cometh. | 

8. But that which is made with hands is 
curſed, as well it, as he that made it : he, be- 
cauſe he made it ; and it, becauſe being corrup- 
tible, it w called God. 

9. For the ungodly, and his ungodlineſs, are 
both alike hateful unto God. 

10. For that which is made ſhall be puniſhed 
together with him that made it. 

It. Therefore even upon the idols of the 
Gentiles ſhall there be a viſitation : becauſe 
in the creature of God they are become an abo- 
mination, and ſtumbling-blocks to the ſouls 
of men, and a ſnare to the feet of the unwiſe. 

12, For the deviſing of idols was the begin- 
ning of ſpiritual fornication, and the invention 
of them the corruption of life. 

13. For neither were they from the begin- 
ning, neither ſhall they be for ever. 

14. For by the vain glory of men they en- 
tered into the world, and therefore ſhall they 
come ſhortly to an end. 

15. For a father affſicted with untimely 
mourning, when he hath made an image of his 
child ſoon taken away, now honoured him as a 
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god, which was then a dead man, and deliver- 
ed to thoſe that were under him, ceremonies 
and ſacrifises. 

16. Thus in proceſs of time an ena cu- 
ſtom grown ſtroag, was kept as a law, and gra- 
ven images were worſhipped by the command- 
ments of kings. 

17. Whom men could not honour in pre- 
ſence, becauſe they dwelt far offy they took the 
counterfeit of his viſage from far, and made an 
expreſs image of a king whom they bonoured, 
to the end, that by this their forwardneſs, they 
might flatter him that was abſent, as if he were 
preſent. 

13. Alſo the ſingular diligence of the artificer 
did help to ſet forward the ignorant to more ſu- 
perſtition. | 

19. For he peradventure willing to pleaſe one 
in authority, forced all his ſkill to make the 
reſemblance of the beſt faſhion. 

20. And ſo the multitude, allured by the grace 
of the work, took him now for a god, which 
a little before was but honoured as a man. 

21. And this was an occaſion to deceive the 
van. for men ſerving either calamity or ty- 
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en did aſcribe unto ſtones and ſtocks, the 
incommunicable name. 

22. Moreover, this was not enough for them, 
that they erred in the knowledge of God, but 
whereas they lived in the great war of igno- 
rance, thoſe fo great plagues called they peace. 

23. For whilſt they New their children in ſa- 
crifices, or uſed ſecret ceremonies, or made re- 
vellings of ſtrange rites ; 

24. They kept neither lives nor marriages 
any longer undefiled : but either one flew an- 
other traiteroully, or grieved him by adultery. 

25. So that there reigned in all men without 
exception, blood, man-flaughter, theft and diſſi- 
mulation, corruption, unfaithfulneſs, tumults, 
perjury, J 

26. Diſquieting of good men, forgetfulneſs of 
good turns, defiling of ſouls, changing of kind, 
diſorder in marriages, adultery, and ſhameleſs 
uncleanneſs. 

27. For the worſhipping of idols not to be 
named, is the beginning, the cauſe, and the 
end of all evil. | 

28. For cither they are mad when they be 
merry, or propheſy lies, or live unjuſtly, or 
elſe lighty forſweer themſelves, 

Bs 29. For 
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29, For inſomuch as their truſt is in idols 


which have no life; though they ſwear ally, 
yet they look not to be hurt, 

30. Howbeit for both cauſes ſhall they be juſt- 
ly puniſhed; both becauſe they thought not 
well of God, giving heed unto idols, and alſo 
vnjuſtly ſwore in deceit, deſpiſing holineſs. 

31. For it is not the power of them by whom 
they (wear ; but it is the juſt vengeance of ſin- 
ners, that puniſheth always the offence of the 
ungodly. 


S. = *Þ 


1. Ve do acknowledge the true God. 7. The fol- 
ly of idol-makers, &c. 


BY T thou, O God, art gracious and true: 
long-ſuffering, and in mercy ordering all 
things. 

2. For if we ſin, we are thine, knowing thy 
power: but we will not fin, knowing that we 
are counted thine. 

3+ For to know thee is perfect righteouſneſs : 
yea, to know thy power is the root of immor- 
tality. | 

4. For neither did the miſchievous invention 

of 


8 0'L 0 M O N. 49 


ef men deceive us, nor an image ſpotted with 
divers colours, the painter's fruitleſs labour; 

5: The ſight whereof enticeth fools to luſt 
after it, and ſo they deſire the form of a FOE 
image that hath no breath. 

6. Both they that make them, they that de- 
ſire them, and they that worſhip them, are lo- 
vers of evil things, and are worthy to have ſuch 
things to truſt upon. , 

7. For the potter tempering ſoft earth, fa- 
ſhioneth every veſſel with much labour for our 
ſervice: yea, of the ſame clay he maketh both 
the veſſels that ſerve for clean uſes, and like- 
ways alſo all ſuch as ſerve to the contrary : but 
what is the uſe of either ſort, the potter himſelf 
is the judge. 

8. And employing his labours lewdly, he ma- 
_ keth a vain god of the ſame clay, even he 
which a little before was made of earth him- 
ſelf, and within a little while after returaeth to 
the ſame out of the which he was taken, when 
his life which was lent him ſhall be demanded. 

9. Notwithſtanding his care is, not that he 
ſhall have much labour, nor that his life is 
ſhort: but ſtriveth to excel gold-ſmiths, and 
flver-ſmiths, and endeavoureth to do like the 

| workers 
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workers in braſs, and counteth it his glory to 
make counterfeit things. 

© ro. His heart is aſhes, his hope is more vile 
than earth, and his life of lefs value than clay : 

11. Foralmuch as be knew not his Maker, 
and him that inſpired into him an active ſoul, 
and breathed in a living ſpirit. 

12. But they counted our life a paſtime, and 
our time here a market for gain: for, ſay they, 
we muſt be getting every way, though it be by 
evil means. 

13. For this man that of earthly matter ma- 
keth brittle veſſels, and graven images, know- 
eth himſelf to offend above all others. 

14. And all the enemies of thy people, that 
hold them in ſubjeftion, are mol fooliſh, and 
are more miſcrable than very babes. 

15. For they counted all the idols of the hea- 
then to be gods : which neither have the uſe of 
eyes to ſee, nor noſes to draw breath, nor cars 
to hear, nor fingers of hands to handle, and 
as for their feet, they are flow to go. 

26. For man made them; and he that bor- 
rowed his own ſpirit, faſhiohed them: but no 
man can make a god like unto himſclf. 
47. For being mortal, he worketh a dead 

thing 


ning 
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thing with wicked hands: for he himſelf is 
better than the things which he worſhippethz 
whereas he lived once, but they never. 

18. Yea; they worſhipped thoſe beaſts alſo 
that are moſt hateful: for being compared to- 
gether, ſme are worſe than others. 

19. Neither are they beautiful, ſo much as 
to be deſired in reſpect of beaſts: but they went 
without the praiſe of God, and his bleſſing, 


Eni el. 
Cod gave ſtrange meat to his people, to ſtir up 


their appetite, and vile beaſts to their enemies, 
to take it from them, &c. 


— EPORE by the like were they puniſhed 


worthily, and by the multitude of beaſts 
tormented. 


2. Inſtead of which puniſhment, dealing gra- 
ciouſly with thine own people, thou preparedſt 
for them meat of a ſtrange taſte, even quails to 
ſtir up their appetite : 

3. To the end that they deſiring food, might 
for the ugly ſight of the beaſts ſent among them, 
loath even that which they muſt needs deſire; 

but 
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but theſe ſuſſering penury for a ſhort ſpace, 
might be made partakers of a ſtrange taſte. 

4. For it was requiſite, that upon them ex- 
erciſing tyranny, ſhould come penury which 
they could not avoid: but to theſe it ſhould on- 
ly be ſhewed how their enemies were tormented, 

5. For when the horrible fierceneſs of beaſts 
came upon theſe, and they periſhed with the 
ſtings of crooked ſerpents, thy wrath endured 
not for ever. 

6. But they were troubled for a ſmall f aſon, 
that they might be admoniſhed, having a-ſizn 


of ſalvation, to put them in remembrance of 


the commandment of thy law, 

7. For he that turned himſelf towards it, was 
not ſaved by the thing that he ſaw; but by 
thee that art the Saviour of all. 

8. And in this thou madeſt thine enemies con. 
feſs, that it is thou who delivereſt from all evil: 

9. For them the bitings of graſhoppers and 
flies killed, neither was there found any reme- 
dy for their life: for they were worthy to be 
puniſhed by ſuch. 

10. But thy ſons, not the very teeth of vene- 

mous dragons overcame: for thy mercy was 
ver by them, and healed them. 

11. For 
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xf. For they were pricked, that they ſhould 
remember thy words, and were quickly ſaved, 
that not falling into deep forgetfulneſs, they 
might be continually mindful of thy good- 
5 neſs. 

: 12. For it was neither herb, nor mollifying 


- plaiſter that reſtored them to health: but thy 
1 word, O Lord, which healeth all things. 

13. For thou haſt power of life and death : 
| thou leadeſt to the gates of hell, and bringeſt up 
; again, | 
* 14. A man indeed killeth through his malice: 
6 and the ſpirit when it is gone forth, returneth 

not ; neither the ſoul received up, cometh a- 
* gain. | 
* 15. But it is not poſſible to eſcape thine 
hand. ” 
— 16. For the ungodly that denied to know 
I; thee, were ſcourged by the ſtrength of thne 
id arm : with ſtrange rains, hails, and ſhowers, 
5 were they perſecuted, that they could not a- 
e 


void, and through fire were they conſumed. 

17. For, which is moſt to be wondered at, 
the fire had more force in the water that quench- 
wy eth all things: for the world fighteth for the 

righteous. 
Fo 18, For 
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18, For ſometimes the flame was | mitigated 
that it might not burn up the beaſts that were 
ſent againſt the ungodly : but themſelves might 
ſee and-perceive that they were perſecuted with 
the judgment of God. 

19. And at another time it burneth even in 
the midſt of water, above the power of fire, 
that it might deſtroy the fruits of an unjuſt 
land. | 

20. Inſtead whereof thou feddeſt thine own 
people with angels food, and didſt ſend them 
from heaven bread prepared without their la- 
bour, able to content every man's delight, and 
agreeing to every taſte. 

21. For thy ſuſtenance declared thy ſweet - 
nels unto thy children, and ſerving to the ap- 
petite of the cater, tempered itſelf to every 
man's liking. 

22. But ſhow and ice endured. the fire and 
melted not, that they might know that fire 
burning in the hail, and ſparkling in the rain, 
did deſtroy the fruits of the enemies. 

23. But this again did even forget his own 
ſtrength, that the righteous might be nouriſh- 


ed. 


24. For 
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24. For the creature that ſerveth thee who 
art the Maker, increaſcth his ſtrength againſt 
the unrighteous for their puniſhment, and a- 
bateth his ſtrength for the benefit of ſuch as put 
their truſt in thee, 

25. Therefore even then was it altered into 
all faſhions, and was obedient to thy grace that 
nouriſheth all things, according to the deſire of 
them that had need: 

26. That thy children, O Lord, whom thou 
loveſt, might Know that it is not the growing 
of fruits that nouriſheth man : but that it is 
thy word which preſerveth them that put their 
traſt in thee. 

27. For that which was not deſtroyed of the 
fire, being warmed with a little ſun-beam, ſoon 
melted away. 

28. That it might be known that we muſt 
prevent the ſun to give thee thanks, and at the 
day-ſpring pray unto thee. 

29. For the hope of the unthankFful ſhall melt 
away as the winter's hoar-froſt, and ſhall run 
away as unprofitable water, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


1. Why the Egyptians were puniſbed with dark- 
neſs. 4. The terrors of that darkneſs, &c. 


OR great are thy judgments, and cannot 
be expreſſed : therefore unnurtured fouls 
have erred. | 

2, For when unrighteous men thought to op- 
preſs the holy nation; they being ſhut up in 
their houſes, the priſoners of darkneſs, and fet- 
tered with the bonds of a long night, lay (there) 
exiled from the cternal providence. 

3. For while they ſuppoſed to lie hid in their 
ſecret ſins, they were ſcattered under a dark vail 
of forgetfulneſs, being horribly aſtoniſhed, and 
troubled with (ſtrange) apparitions. 

4 For neither might the corner that held 
them, keep them from fear : but noiſes (as of 
waters) falling down, ſounded about them, and 
ſad viſions appeared unto them with hcavy 
countenances. 

5. No power of the fire might give them 
light: neither could the bright flames of the 
ſtars endure to lighten that horrible night. 


6, Only there appeared unto them a fire kin- 


Aled of itſelf, very dreadful: for being much 


7 terrified, 
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terrified, they thought the things which they 
ſaw, to be worſe than the fight they ſaw not. 

7, As for the illuſions of art magick, they 
were put down, and their vaunting in wiſdom 
was reproved with diſgrace. 

8. For they that promiſed to drive away ter- 
rors, and troubles from a ſick ſoul, were lick 
themſelves of fear worthy to be laughed at. 

9 For though no terrible thing did fear them: 
yet being ſcared with beaſts that paſſed by, and 
kiſling of ſerpents, 

10. They died for fear, denying that they 
ſaw the air, which could of no fide be avoided. 


11. For wickedneſs condemned by her own 
witnels, is very timorous, and being preſſed 
with conſcience, always forecaſteth grievous 
things. 

12. For fear is nothing elſe but a betraying 
of the ſuccours which reaſon oſſereth. 

13. And the expectation from within being 
leſs, counteth the ignorance more than the 
cauſe which bringeth the torment 

14. But they ſleeping the ſame ſleep that night, 
which was indeed intolerable, and which came 
upon them out of the bottoms of inevitable 
bell: | 
15. Were 
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15. Were partly vexed with motiſtrons ap- 
paritions, and partly fainted, their heart failing 
them : for a ſadden fear, and not looked for, 
came upon them. 

16. So then, whoſoever there fell down, was 

ſtraitly kept, ſhut up in a priſon without iron 
bars. 
17. For whether he were huſbandman, or 
ſhepherd, or a labourer in the field, he was o. 
vertaken, and endured that neceſſity, which 
could not be avoided: for they were all bound 
with one chain of darkneſs. 

18. Whether it were a whiſtling wind, or a 
melodious noiſe of birds among the ſpreading 
branches, or a pleaſing fall of water running 
violently, 

19. Or a terrible ſound of ſtones caſt down, 
or a running that could not be ſeen of ſkipping 
beaſts, or a roring voice of moſt ſavage wild 
beaſts, or a rebounding eccho from the hollow 
mountains: theſe things made them to ſwoon 


for fear. 


20. For the whole world ſhined with clear 
light, and none were hindered in their labour: 
21. Over them only was ſpread an heavy 


night, an image of that darkneſs which ſhould + 


after ward 
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afterward receive them: but yet were they un- 


to themſelves more grievous than the dark- 


nels. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


4. Why Egypt was puniſhed with darkneſs, $. 
end with the death of their children, &c. 


EvERTHELESS, thy ſaints had a very 

great light, whoſe voice they hearing and 

not ſeeing their ſhape, becauſe they alſo had not 

ſuffered the ſame things, they counted them 
happy. | 

2. But for that they did not hurt them now, 
of whom they had been wronged before, they 
thanked them, and beſought them pardon, for 
that they had been enemies. 

3. Inſtead whereof, thou gaveſt them a buru- 
ing pillar of fire, both to be a guide of the un- 
known journey, and an harmleſs ſun to enter- 
tain them honourably. 

4. For they were worthy to be deprived of 
light, and impriſoned in darkneſs, who had 
kept thy ſons ſhut up, by whom the uncorrupt 
light of the law was to be given unto the world. 
5. And 
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5. And when they had determined to ſlay 
the babes of the ſaints, one child being caſt 
forth, and ſaved, to reprove them, thou tookeſt 
away the multitude of their children, and de- 
ſtroyedſt them altogether in a mighty water. 

6, Of that night were our fathers certified a- 
fore, that aſſuredly knowing unto what oaths 
they had given credence, they might afterwards 
be of good cheer : 

7. So of thy people was accepted both the al. 
vation of the righteous, and deſtruction of the 
enemies. 

8. For where with thou didſt puniſh our ad- 
verſaries, by the ſame thou didſt glorify us 
M hom thou hadſt called. 

9 For the righteous children of good men 
did ſacrifice ſecretly, and with one conſent 
made a holy law that the ſaints ſhould be like 
partakers of the ſame good and evil, the fathers 
now ſinging out the ſongs of praiſe. 

10. But on the other ſide there ſounded an ill- 
according cry of the enemies, and a lamentable 
noiſe was carried abroad for children that were 


bewailed. 


11. The maſter and the ſervant were puniſh- 
ed 
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ed after one manner, and like as the king, ſo 
ſuffered the common perſon. 


12. So they altogether had innumerable dead | 


with one kind of death, neither were the living 
ſufficient to bury them: for in one moment 
the nobleſt offspring of them was deſtroyed. 

13. For whereas they would not believe any 
thing, by reaſon of the inchantments; upon 
the deſtruction of the firſt-born, they acknow- 
ledged this people to be the ſons of God. 

14. For while all things were in quiet ſilence, 
and that night was in the midſt of her ſwift 
courſe, 

15. Thine almighty word leapt down from 
heaven, out of thy royal throne, as a fierce man 
of war into the midſt of a land of deſtruction, 

16. And brought thine unfeigned command- 
ment as a ſharp ſword, and ſtanding up, filled 
all things with death, and it touched the hea- 
ven, but it ſtood upon the earth. 

17. Then ſuddenly viſions of horrible dreams 
troubled them ſore, and terrors came upon them 
unlooked for. a 

18. And one thrown here and another chere 
half- dead, ſhewed the cauſe of his death. | 

19. For the dreams that troubled them did 


B6 foreſhew 


- — AG Ad ali. 


1 5 
* 
FF 
= 
of 
FT 
| 
: 
Am 
= | 
55 


„ 


Tx: WISDOM or 


forcſhew' this, leſt they ſhould periſh, and not 
know why they were afflicted. 

20. Yea, the taſting of death touched the 
righteous alſo, and there was a deſtruction of 


| the multitude in the wilderneſs : but the wrath 


endured not long. | 

21. For then the blameleſs man made haſte, 
and ſtood forth to defend them; and bringing 
the ſhicld of his proper miniſtry, even prayer, 
and the propitiation of ' incenſe, ſet himſelf a- 


gainſt the wrath,” and o brought the calamity. 


to an end, declaring that he was thy ſervant. 
22. So he overcame the deſtroyer, not with 
Arength of body, nor force of arms; but with 


a word fubdued he him that puniſhed, alledging 


the oaths and covenants made with the fa- 
ers. 
23. For when the dead were now fallen 
down by heaps one upon another, landing be 
tu cen, he ſtayed the wrath, and parted the way 
to the living. 
24. For in the long garment was be whole 
world, and in the four rows of the ſtones was 
the glory of the fathers graven, and thy Maje- 
ſty upon the diadem of his head. 

b | S 35. Unto 
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24. Unto theſe the deſtroyer gave place, and 
was afraid of them : for it was enough that 
they only taſted of the wrath. 


CHAP. XIX. 
thy God ſpewed no mercy to the Egyptians, &e. 


Af for the ungodly, wrath came upon them 


without mercy unto the end : for he knew 
before what they would do; 

2. How that having given them leave to de- 
part, and ſent them haſtily away, they would 
repent and purſue them. 

3. For whilſt they were yet mourning, and 
making lamentation at the graves of the dead, 
they added another fooliſh device, and purſued 
them as fugitives, whom they had intreated to 
be gone. 

4+ For the deſtiny, whereof they were wor- 
thy, drew them unto this end, and made them 
forget the things that had already happened, 
that they might fulfil the puniſhment which was 
wanting to their torments : 

5. And that thy people might paſs a onder 
ful way: but they might find a ſtrange death. 

6, For the whole creature in his proper kind 
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was faſhioned again anew, ſerving the peculiar 
commandments that were given unto them, 
that thy children might be kept without hurt. 

7. As namely, a cloud ſhadowing the camp ; 
and where water ſtood before, dry land appear- 
ed; and out of the Red ſea, a way without im- 
pediment ; and out of the violent ſtream, a 
green field : 

8. Wherethrough all the people went that 
were defended with thy hand, ſeeing thy mar- 
vellous ſtrange _—_ 

9. For they Kent at large like horſes, and 
leaped like lambs, praiſing thee, O Lord, who 
hadſt delivered them. 

10. For they were yet mindful of the things 
that were done while they ſojourned in the 
ſtrange land, how the ground brought forth flies 


| Inſtead of cattle, and how the river caſt up a 


multitude of frogs inſtead of fiſhes. 

11. But afterwards they ſaw a new genera- 
tion of fowls, when, being led with their appe- 
tite, they asked delicate meats. 

12. For quails came up unto them from the 
ſea, for their contentment. 

13. And puniſhments came upon the ſinners 
not without former bens by the force of thun- 

ders: 
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ders : for they ſuffered juſtly, according to their 


own wickedneſs, inſomuch as they uſed a more 
hard and hateful behaviour towards ſtrangers. 

14. For the Sodomites did not receive thoſe 
whom they knew not when they came : but 
theſe brought friends into bondage, that had 
well deſerved of them. 

15. And not only fo, but peradventure ſome 
reſpect ſhall be had of thoſe, becauſe they uſed 
ſtrangers not friendly. — 

16. But theſe very grievouſly afflicted them 
whom they had received with feaſtings, and 
were already made partakers of the ſame laws 
with them, | 


17. Therefore even with blindneſs were theſe 
ſtricken, as thoſe were at the doors of the righ- 
teous man: when being compaſſed about with 
horrible great darkneſs, every one ſought the 
pallage of his own doors. 

18, For the elements were changed in them- 
ſelves by a kind of harmony, like as in a pſal- 
tery, notes change the name of the tune, and 
yet are always ſounds, which may well be per- 
ceived by the ſight of the things that have been 
done. 

19. For earthly things were turned into wa- 
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tery, and the things that before ſwam in the 
water, now went upon the ground. 

20. The fire had power in the water, for- 
getting his own virtue: and the water forgat 
| his own quenching nature. 
| 21. On the other ſide, the flames waſted not 

the fleſh of the corruptible living things, though 
they walked therein ; neither melted they the 
icy kind of heavenly meat, that was of nature 
apt to melt. _ | 
22. For in all things, O Lord, thou didſt 
magnify thy people, and glorify them, neither 
didſt thou lightly regard them; but didſt aſſiſt 
them in every time and place. 
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